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feathers belind the eye whitish; car-coverts hoary grey, 
spotted with dark brown; cheeks white, mottled with dusky 
margins to the feathers, with an indistinct dusky line along 
the gape, and with a broad blackish malar stripe below; throat 
whitish, with a slight orange tinge; the rest of the under 
surface of the body orange-rufous, the lateral breast-feathers 
tipped with dusky brown; lower breast and abdomen white; 
thighs externally ashy brown; under tail-feathers orange ; 
axillaries white, with black tips; under wing-coverts brown, 
with the edge of the wing white, as well as a band along the 
base of the quills. Total length 7+5 inches, culmen 1'0, wing 
4°4, tail 2°6, tarsus 1°3. 


Fam. CAPITONIDEÆ. 

Mesoxsvucco EXxIMIUs, sp. nov. 

Adult male. General colour above grass-green ; wings and 
tail like the back, with a bluish shade round the edge of the 
wing and on the primary-coverts ; quills blackish, externally 
green; tail green, with a bluish shade along the mner web; 
a broad frontal band of black slightly washed with blue, this 
band followed by a broad band of crimson across the centre 
of the crown; lores, feathers above and below the eye, as 
well as the ear-coverts, verditer-blue ; above the gape a 
golden-yellow spot ; fore part of cheeks black, followed by 
a spot of crimson; hinder cheeks yellowish green, like the 
sides of the neck; throat black, with a mark of verditer- 
blue on each side of the lower throat; on the fore neck a 
large spot of crimson; rest of under surface yellowish green, 
lighter on the abdomen; under wing-coverts and quill-lining 
ochreous-buff, the edge of the wing showing greenish blue. 
Total length 6:2 inches, culmen 0°6, wing 3°15, tail 2-0, 
tarsus 0°7. 


XXVI.—On a Collection of Birds from Central Nicaragua. 
By Ossert Sarvin and F. DuCane Gopman. 


Mr. W. B. Ricnarpson, who has for some time past been 
diligently collecting birds in Central America, has recently sent 
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us aseries of skins from Matagalpa and its neighbourhood, in 
the Republic of Nicaragua. As several species are repre- 
sented in this collection which are of considerable interest 
as regards their distribution, we lose no time in writing the 
following notes conccrning them, leaving a fuller account for 
a future occasion. 

Matagalpa is situated at an elevation of about 4000 feet 
above the sca, at some distance to the north-eastward of the 
Lake of Managua. The surrounding mountains attain a 
considerably higher elevation, and this fact, as also the 
presence at no great distance of dense forest spreading to 
the lowlands, brings about an interesting state of affairs as 
regards the ornithology of the district. The highlands, con- 
nected as they are with the highlands of Guatemala, are 
inhabited by a number of the upland birds of the countries 
lying to the northward, while in sight of them, as it were, 
are the lowland birds belonging to the southern fauna, and 
found here at nearly their extreme northern limit, as the 
upland species are at their extreme southern limit. Unfor- 
tunately, as yet, we have no notes of the physiography of 
this district, and none of the limits of the forests and open 
country, but we can see that it is a district that requires 
closely mapping with regard to these points, and the result 
would, we feel sure, explain the peculiarities of the orni- 
thology as exhibited by the collection now before us. 


Fam. CERTHIIDÆ. 

There is a single specimen of Certhia in the collection 
which is rather whiter on the under surface than Guatemalan 
examples attributed to C. mexicana. The presence of Certhia 
in Nicaragua shows a considerable extension of its southern 
range. 

Fam. MNIOTILTIDE. 

Of this family the following species are represented, all 
of which have hitherto been recorded only from more 
northern localities, viz.:—Dendreca occidentalis, D. chry- 
soparia, D. townsendi, and Peucedramus olivaceus. All of 
these agree accurately with northern examples. There is 
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also a specimen of Basileuterus delattrii, of which we have 
recently received other examples from Chinandega, in Nica- 
ragua; these appear to be strictly conspecific with Costa- 
Rican specimens, and to be the true B. delattrii of Bonaparte, 
as Mr. Cherrie has recently suggested (Pr. U.S. Nat. Mus. 
xiv. p. 310). The relative value of these very closely allied 
forms, however, requires further examination, which we defer 
for another occasion. So far as we can see at present, 
two forms occur in Guatemala, of which the bird found in 
the vicinity of Dueñas and the Volcan de Fuego is not separ- 
able from the Nicaraguan B. delattrii. The Vera Paz bird, 
which spreads northwards to Teapa, in the Mexican State of 
Tabasco, differs in the greater extent of white on the chin, 
this colour spreading under the eye, and in the chestnut 
ear-coverts. This is Mr. Cherrie’s B. salvini. 


Fam. TANAGRIDZ. 


There are several specimens of Calliste lavinie in the col- 
lection, but this bird has already been noticed in the province 
of Chontales. Specimens of a Chlorospingus seem undis- 
tinguishable from C. postoculdaris of Southern Guatemala. 


Fam. FRINGILLID. 


A Spizella is referable to S. pinetorum, this bird having 
already been noticed in Honduras (Ridgway, Pr. U.S. Nat. 
Mus. x. p.587) and in the island of Ruatan (Salv. Ibis, 1888, 
p. 262). Worn specimens of a Hemophila are referable 
to H. rufescens, though the crown does not show the mesial 
stripe so distinctly as in freshly moulted birds. A Pyrgisoma 
is the true P. /eucote, and not the northern form, P. occipitale 
—a noteworthy fact. 


Fam. TYRANNIDÆ. 


Specimens of a Mitrephanes belong to the northern form, 
M. pheocercus, 


Fam. CoTINGIDÆ. 


Mr. Richardson sends two male specimens of Chasmo- 
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= rhynchus tricarunculatus, carrying the range of this species 


much further north than has been hitherto recorded. 


Fam. DENDROCOLAPTIDÆ. 
Several specimens of a Xiphocolaptes agree with the true 
X. emigrans of Guatemala. 


Fam. TROCHILIDÆ. 


Thirteen species are represented of this family ; of these 
we find the following northern upland species all strictly 
agreeing with Guatemalan specimens, viz.:—Eupherusa 
eximia, Cyanomyia guatemalensis, Basilinna leucotis, and 
Tilmatura duponti, and two female examples which we believe 
to belong to Adeillia typica. Microchera parvirostris, already 
noticed in Chontales, is also represented. Other species are 
more widely spread in Central America, and lastly we have a 
beautiful new species of Delattria, which we propose to call 


DELATTRIA SYBILLA, Sp. nov. 

D. viridipallenti proximé affinis, sed pectore et hypochondriis 
viridibus nee albis gula fere concoloribus ; tectricibus 
subeaudalibus et rectricibus pallide griseis et dorso imo 
viridi nee cupreo tincto facile distinguenda. Long. tota 
4°5 poll. Angl., ale 2'6, caudz rectr. med. 1°3, rectr. 
lat. 1:7. ¢ adhuc ignota. 

Hab. Nicaragua, Matagalpa (IV. B. Richardson). 

Mr. Richardson has sent us six male specimens of this 
beautiful species, all obtained near Matagalpa at an eleva- 
tion of about 4000 feet above the sea-level. 

The bird isa true Delattria, allied to D. viridipallens, with 


the characteristic postocular white stripe. 


Fam. Picip«. 


~ Colaptes mevicanoides is represented by several specimens 
which agree closely with others from Guatemala, from which 
country alone this bird has as yet been recorded. 


Fam. RHAMPHASTIDA. 


We also find specimens of the Guatemalan and Mexican 
Aulacorhamphus prasinus precisely like the typical form. 
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Fam. Psirracip. 


Amongst the Parrots are several specimens of a Conurus 
resembling in every respect C. holochlorus, except that the 
chin and upper throat are scarlet. It thus becomes C. rubri- 
forquis, Scl., described from a menagerie specimen from an 
unknown locality (P. Z. S. 1886, p. 538, pl. 56). In his 
recent Catalogue of the Psittaci, Count Salvadori (Cat. Birds 
Brit. Mus. xx. p. 190) has placed this name as a synonym of 
C. holochlorus ; but now that we find the distinctive character 
localized in this part of Central America, this verdict must 
be reconsidered. 


Mic c 1 PI TANS: 
A pair of an Accipiter agree precisely with a Venezuelan 
example of A. salvini (Ridgway), but it is questionable whether 
this form is really distinct from A. chionogaster (KXp.). 


C ow varba. 


A specimen of Geotrygon albifacies agrees exactly with 
Mexican and Guatemalan examples, and proves that the 
species has a wider southern extension than has been hitherto 
supposed. Columba fasciata is also represented. 


GALLING. 

A female specimen of a Penelopina may belong to P. nigra, 
but more specimens are necessary to decide whether this is 
so, or whether it should be referred to a distinct species. 
Anyhow, this is the first instance of the genus Penelopina 
being recorded outside the limits of Guatemala. 


XXVIL.— Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
| Continued from p. 179.] 
28. Barboza du Bocage on the Birds of St. Thomas, West 
Africa. 
[Oiseaux de lIle St. Thomé. Par J. V. Barboza du Bocage. Jorn, 
Sei. Math. Phys. e Nat. Lisboa, 24 ser. no. 6, p. 77, 1891.] 


M. F. Newton visited several localities in the Island of 


